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RECOMMENDED BARLEY AND OAT VARIETIES
FOR 1968

THE State Coarse Grains Advisory Committee has released its recommendations for barley and oat varieties to be grown in 1968. Dampier, Prior and Beecher barley and Swan,
Avon and Irwin oats are the recommended varieties.

Details of the recommendations are as
follows:—
BARLEY
Barley as a grain crop

Potential malting varieties can usually
only produce grain of malting quality if
grown in districts that normally receive
more than 13 to 14 inches of annual rainfall. In these areas they will generally
produce large, starchy grains that are most
suitable for malting.
For this reason crops of the 2-row varieties Dampier and Prior, intended for malting, should only be grown in the medium
and high rainfall areas indicated on the
map below. Dampier has yielded up to
15 to 20 per cent, more than Prior in Department of Agriculture variety trials in
r9cent years and it has vastly better straw
strength. At this stage it appears that
growers delivering grain of Dampier to
sidings in 1968 will have to do so in bags.
Beecher is an early maturing, whitegrained 6-row barley. It is generally grown
as a feed barley for export, although its
grain is often cuitable for malting. It is
recommended for general planting in all
areas. Beecher is higher yielding than
Dampier in low and medium rainfall areas,
but in high rainfall areas, particularly
along the south coast, Beecher has yielded
less than Dampier when sown in June or
later.
All varieties are liable to produce stained
grain in the high rainfall areas. The late

rains received in these areas cause staining and this problem can be minimized by
delaying planting until late June. This
will also reduce the risk of spring frost
damage.
Use of nitrogen fertiliser
Nitrogenous fertiliser can be used to raise
yields in many situations. If it is applied
close to seeding, yields can be increased
without raising the grain nitrogen content.
High nitrogen content can reduce the
malting quality of the grain.
The rates of nitrogen that can be profitable vary with soil type and district. Low
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Btal ting grain
roduction

Gera

Kalgoorlie

Albany
Recommended barley varieties. 1968

495
Journal of Agriculture, Vol 8 No 12 1967

rates may be profitable in low rainfall
areas or on soils that have carried good
leguminous pastures. High rates may be
used to advantage in higher rainfall areas
or on soils of lower fertility. Growers requiring specific advice are urged to contact
the district adviser of the Department of
Agriculture.
Beecher barley for grazing

The barley variety Beecher is recommended for planting for early green grazing in all rainfall areas. It has proved
superior to all oat varieties now available,
not only in early growth but in recovery
for grain yield.
Description of barley varieties

DAMPIER: Early maturing 2-row barley
producing plump attractive grain which
promises to be suitable for malting. Its
straw is of medium thickness and is moderately short and extremely strong. This
variety was bred by the Western Australian
Department of Agriculture from the cross
Olli selection x Research.
PRIOR: Early-midseason maturing 2row barley whose grain is generally suitable
for malting. It has medium to fine straw
of medium height. The heads are very
subject to breaking off in windy conditions.
Tolerant of barley yellow dwarf virus
disease. This variety originated in South
Australia and is thought to be a strain of
English Archer.

yields more than Irwin in drier areas but
is not recommended because it produces
light-weight grain.
Avon has a lower bushel weight than
other varieties but samples of satisfactory
bushel weight can usually be obtained in
most areas if crops are harvested on hot
days and threshing is hard. However, this
will produce a higher content of dehulled
kernels and the content of these in the
final sample should be kept as low as
possible.
Plantings of oats in the lower rainfall
areas should be confined to the lighter
soils because oats require more moisture
than wheat or barley and often yield poorly
in dry years if grown on heavy soils.
Irwin
For later planting of oats higher yields
may be obtained by growing Irwin instead
of Swan or Avon after the following dates
in these areas:—
Late June—northern low rainfall areas.
Early July—southern low rainfall and
northern medium rainfall areas.
Late July—southern medium rainfall
and northern high rainfall areas.
August—southern high rainfall.
Oats for grazing

The varieties of oats recommended for
grain crops produce a good deal less green
grazing than Beecher barley and produce
less grain on recovery.

BEECHER: Early maturing 6-row barley
with white grain. It has straw of medium
height and thickness and loses a few heads
in windy conditions. Susceptible to barley
yellow dwarf virus disease. This variety
was bred in the U.S.A. from the cross Atlas
x Vaughn.
OATS
Oats as a grain crop

Swan is the highest yielding oat variety
now available and it is recommended for
general sowing in all areas. As it was
grown commercially for the first time in
1967 the supply of seed available for 1968
will be limited.
Growers who cannot obtain sufficient
seed of Swan, should grow Avon in the
medium and high rainfall areas and Irwin
in the lower rainfall areas. Avon usually
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Grazing oat crops reduces the subsequent
grain yield by about 20 per cent, for each
grazing.
If a grazing oat is required in low rainfall areas, or to provide quick early green
feed in the medium and high rainfall areas,
Irwin is recommended.
Avon is recommended for general grazing
in the medium and high rainfall areas.

AVON: Midseason maturing with coarse,
medium height straw. Like Swan it has a
tendency to lodge under high fertility conditions and also like Swan, it holds its
grain well even when lodged. Its grain is
awnless. The milling quality of Avon depends largely on the area in which it is
grown. Tolerant of cereal yellow dwarf
virus disease and of a low manganese content in the soil. Bred by the W.A. DeDescription of varieties
partment of Agriculture from the cross
SWAN: Early midseason maturing with Ballidu x (Mulga x Laggan).
coarse, medium-to-tall straw. Under high
rainfall, high fertility conditions grows tall
IRWIN: Very early maturing with coarse,
and has a tendency to lodge. Holds its medium-to-tall straw. Holds its grain well
grain well even when lodged. The lightly
awned grain is of very high milling quality, in windy conditions. Grain awnless,
having an excellent bushel weight and high medium-plump with fairly large kernel.
kernel weight. Tolerant of cereal yellow Milling quality high. Tolerant of cereal
dwarf virus disease. Bred by the W-A. De- yellow dwarf virus disease. Bred by the
partment of Agriculture from a Kent x W.A. Department of Agriculture from a
Ballidu cross.
Kent x Ballidu cross.
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CALL IN THE
LINCOLN EXPERTS
Wesfar
PIONEERS INW.A.
WESTRALIAN FARMERS' CO-OPERATIVE LIMITED,
BRANCHES, AGENTS, COOPS. 569 WELLINGTON STREET, PERTH. PHONE 21-0191.
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tmTRACTAPAC

gives D.C. Current and
240 VOLT A.C. power
ANYWHERE on your property.
Tractapac produces stable, easy-to-use direct current output
in a wide range suitable for ALL work in welding and cutting.
Fine control allows for all construction or repairs on
tractors, vehicles, implements and buildings.
The AX. powersource drives ordinary portable tools, drills,
grinders, saws, pumps that most farmers already have—as
well as supplying power for floodlighting at harvesting or
in the orchard, or field repairs at night.
These things can be done anywhere that a tractor will go.
And if the power fails in an emergency—just hook the
Tractapac directly to milking machines, shearing
equipment, chicken brooders or any essential service.
Comes complete on trailer, ready to couple straight to
your tractor P.T.O.—or as generator only for your own
engine-drive or vehicle mounting arrangements.

FULL WELDING KIT. Steel
toot box with fu.-j welding
kit including welding leads,
helmet, holder, clamp and
electrodes—ready to go to
work. Trailer unit is supplied
with drawbar and universal
P.T.O. diitfeshatt — hooks
straight to your tractor.

Find out more about Tractapac today.

TRACT**

0

WRITE OR
FILL IN THE
COUPON TO
RECEIVE
THIS FREE
3-C0L0UR
BROCHURE

AUXILIARY POWER. 240 volts of Alternating Current
at 50 cycles A.C.—same as found in most houses—supplied from 2 ordinary 3-pm pt'jgs on control panef. You
ctillt run your frig, or TV set from these, though that
is ursine','—but you probably weuld use it to boil an
electric jug for tea between doing field repairs or
improvements using electric dnils, soldering irons,
ganders and saws.
The 3.000 watts at 15 amps, available is sufficient for
all cortaD'e tools and most single phase motors.

{ELECTRIC)
Q Pl«ase send me
full information
On TRACTAPAC.
Q Please ask my
nearest Lincoln
Dealer to call.

Pl«u« mention ttw "Journal of Agriculture of WJL.

WELDING CURRENT. Is supplied from 30 to £ 5
amps, with continuous fine current and voltage
control units.
This aDows electrodes from 5/64" (I4g.) to 3/16"
:6g.) to be used—provides all variations needed to
make professional quality welds for repairs and new
constructions, including farm buildings.
Supply is Direct Current which allows easy welding
—especially when using special hardsurtaang,
stainless or cast-iron electrodes.

T H E L I N C O L N ELECTRIC C O M P A N Y
3 5 Bryant St., Padstow, N.S.W. 2 2 1 1

T2V,

»•••/» wrtti/xj to ao>*rti>*/»
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